6/23/70 


Deer lu oo, 

When I phoned vou earlier today, it was because I was drawing to tue end 
of my complaint in an action I am about to file to obtain the withheld Ferrie 
documents. You may recall x meantioned this to you some time ago, i suppose for the 
last time about two months ago. Some of my delay in filing it i3 from tue apparently 
futile hope that, once you gave your word, you would keep or be permitted to keep it. 


There is no selfish purpose my having this promised information oould 
serve. Nor do ^ pretend 1 require it for this action, tkoough I admit for use as 
part of it, it could be quite valuable - even the existence of it could well serve 
such ends. I plan no writing to which it could bo essential, though examination 
might persuade otherwise* 

Should I succeed in this Ferris suit and should there be any personal 
benefit for anyone, need I say that this cauld be only for you people? If it 
produces anything liko what my successful efforts (there to dote nave been n ° 
others!) have yielded, there is reason to expect worthwhile results, uhat better 
reasons are there for a total lack of the most minimal cooperation 

From time to time 1 have thought of what you finally agreed to get and 
send, of your failure to do it, and of your silence. And. I've thougnt also of your 
protestations of deep feeling about this, of your sincerity. Can i do more than 
wonder when 1 compare this with the record? Or less? 


New Orleans is, in ray experience, 3ui generis, l suppose I am a bit too 
square to understand some of its ways and standards. Or, as Bringuier says .perhaps 
too old. However, i cannot but confess disappointment that you would ask and get 
so much helo at such great cost and, in return, would not even moke it possible to 
help you more; neither keep your word nor tell me you would not. although I rtcogniz 
you lack complete freedom, I also know you do not lack access to a phone or ,o a 

postage stamp. 

What is in the complain^, nonetheless, cannot hurt you, makes a record 
that should be helpful to you, amounts to a kind of defense of you, and failure 
canLt ?n any way adversely effect you. Hut is not in the comp laint an ney yet 
be in the proceeding might have done you more .good, it is not there to c.gin it , 
however, because of your silence. 

uU record, to date, is three out of three, which is not too bad, ® nsideri 
lug tat I hive tockledenlp toe scrub., the bepertmeut ,r Justice. After — top- 
nened in the first case, the next two were settled promptly, one in response to t e 
filing 1 ^ the reouislte ferns, to, other the dap before tue heerlng, hot on np 
initiative Aside from these, there are now other cases wnere the threat of action 
has produced what I sought, what was not in the Archives. As time goes on^ ^wever, 

T anticipate that the club to the mule's head will get more than attention. . er aps 

the «sc^h 55 U o» this one. If not, then perhep. „ f t ehlch 

draft tomorrow. If that doesn't, end tne only way either won t will be if wnat I 
seek is produced, it is only a Question of time before we 

rnough!°l C f°it t ls“thI Record 1 ! will b^taking^there is a good one I think pretty 
solid one and it may contain a few surprises besides wnat is unwelcome in the 
complaint’ You and 1 both know it could have contained a few more surprizes. 


There will be more problems than 1 need, for Bud is too o\e r loaded, 
portly because of some rather unexpectable (to everyone bpt me, for it is something 
I worked on for a year witn that in mind) extra work he now has, without even the 
prospect of the return of his own costs. In some, perhaps all the cases, I f ll 
have to be my orm lawyer. - r ^his in itself is more handicap than a reasonable man 
would hope to survive, is it not? 

However, if there is no other way, then it will be this way. The alter- 
native is abdication, of wfiicli taere aes already bsoii too much. % too many, who 

cell it some tain g else. 

ivieari while, twixt and tween, we continue to develop odds and ends of 
Hew Orleans and Hew urleans related items. I will not be bothering you with them 
because it would seem to serve no useful purpose. 

I do not have to tell you 1 am not long on diplomacy when I feel things 

or when I am hurt. So I mince no words in telling you thst your failure to do this 

simple thing you finally agreed to do after delaying it too long, your failure to 
keep your word on the personal level, do disappoint, me. I would feel had been 
less then honest with younand with myself if 1 did not so tell you witn these few 
moments when I am too tired to work on other things. 

I have no strong, passionate feelings about it, as what for me is q 
rather moderate expression should tell you. Possibly from }.cng experience 1 had a 
subconscious understanding it inevitably would be this way, as it always has been. 
It is no more than I call it, disappointment, in you people generally and in you 
personally. 

no the less, I wish none of you other th.3n well. With tne optimism 
X have not lost, I look forward to the day you (oil) learn that elsewhere in tie 
world streets do sometimes run two ways. 

Sincerely, 


Harold r eisberg 


Paul, Gary, .'ary 


